No. 247 


Journal of the Oriental Numismatic Society er 


ISSN 1818-1252 


ee: 


Ae i 


Editor 


Karan Singh 


CONTENTS OF JOURNAL 247 


Page 
Silver Coins of Jajapella King Gopala Deva ~ Karan Singh 3 
Some Aq Qoyunlu and Safavid Copper Coins of Jahrom ~ Seyed Omid Mohammadi and Reza Ghanaatpishe 6 
Pucka Pice in Fatehpur District 1839: The Wide and Long-lasting Circulation of Awadh’s Coppers ~ Jan Lingen and Jan 9 
Lucassen 
Catalogue of the Coins of the Bengal Presidency — Part III ~ Paul Stevens and Robert Johnston 16 
Book Review: Erach Rediscovered: Coins, Inscriptions, Seals and Sealings (Om Prakash Lal Srivastava) ~ Karan Singh 45 
ONS News 46 


JONS Vol. 247, Spring 2022 


From the Editor 


This bumper issue is my 16" volume as Editor. It has been an 
incredible journey these past four years, bringing you the best 
and latest research in Oriental numismatics. The Journal is 
now in colour, it is peer-reviewed to ensure the quality of the 
research that we publish, and it is issued four times a year. 
In our members’ survey conducted last November, 96% of you 
rated the Journal as the most valuable benefit of being an ONS 
member. My thanks go to all our members who have 
supported this publication with their articles and reviews. 

Iam now stepping down as Editor and am proud to leave the 
Journal in this strong position. I look forward to my successor 
taking it to even greater heights, and to many more years of 
ground-breaking numismatic research. 


Karan Singh 


SOME AQ QOYUNLU AND SAFAVID 
COPPER COINS OF JAHROM 


Seyed Omid Mohammadi and Reza Ghanaatpishe 


The city of Jahrom in Iran has a long history of minting coins 
that goes back to the Sasanian era. However, after the Arab 
conquest of Iran, it took the city a long time to start minting coins 
again. Although some Aq Qoyunlu and Safavid silver coins of 
Jahrom are known to numismatists and collectors, no copper 
coins have been reported until now. Thus, to address this 
knowledge gap, this article introduces several copper coins 
locally minted in the city of Jahrom in these periods. 


Historical background 

Jahrom is located 190 km southeast of Shiraz in Fars province, 
Iran. Until AH 8" century, many historical sources briefly 
described Jahrom using the same information from sources 
before them, and some talked about its famous handicrafts, 
including carpets, rugs, and perfumes (Qazwini AH740 (1340): 
135). After that, there was a long gap with no mention of the 
city, and it took some time till Jahrom reappeared in written 
sources. This time, its palm trees and high-quality dates were 
mentioned (Majdi AH1004 (1595): 795), which have remained 
the key features of the city to this day. Sedaghat Kish used the 
average age of palm trees to estimate that this critical turning 
point for the city started sometime around AH 800 (Sedaghat 
Kish 2010: 59). 

This date approximately coincides with the rise of Aq Qoyunlu 
sultans. So, maybe it is not surprising to see that many coins 
struck in Jahrom were from this period, as something important 
was probably happening there. Almost all silver coins of this 
period assigned to Jahrom are countermarked issues with the 
city's name on them. Examples of these coins from the reign of 
Aq Qoyunlu rulers Hasan (AH 857-882), Rustam (AH 897-902), 
and Murad (Album 2555.2, anonymous issues dated AH 906- 
908) have been reported till now (Mohammadi 2021: 11-12; 
Album 2011: 273). 

After that, in the Safavid era, Jahrom-minted coins reappeared. 
For example, one silver shahi dated AH 914 (Baldwin’s Islamic 
Coin Auction 14, Lot 474) and a % pul (Fig. 1) were both struck 
by Shah Ismail I in Jahrom. In the Safavid era, many traders and 
travelers visited Iran, and one main travel route was from the 
port of Bandar Abbas to Lar, Jahrom, Shiraz and then Isfahan. 
This was called the spice trade route, and as Jahrom was situated 
near it, many foreign travelers visited the city and mentioned it 
in their books. For instance, travelers reported a stone-paved 
route in Alborz-Kuh, which was the only way to cross the 
mountain (Silva Y Figueroa 1614: 106-7; Chardin). In fact, 
small parts of this road are still intact. 

Unfortunately, written sources do not report any facts about 
the monetary system and coins used in Jahrom. Even after all 
these years, no copper coins have been assigned to Jahrom, 
which is odd regarding the importance of trade in this city. 
Additionally, none of the recent numismatic references reported 
Jahrom as a Safavid mint either (Diler 2009; Tabataba'i 1976; 
Ghaeeni 2009). Hopefully, this article will change that by 
introducing numerous copper coins. 


Fig. 1. Safavid, Isma'il I, AR % pul, Jahrom, 2.70 g, 17 mm 
(Zeno #226624) 
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Copper coins 
This article presents coins in multiple series that do not 
necessarily follow a correct temporal order, because most of the 
specimens have no date or are heavily damaged to the point that 
no definite reading of the date can be offered. Furthermore, all 
of them are anonymous, locally-minted coins with no names. 
Each coin's weight, diameter, and thickness are reported 
respectively, whenever possible. 

The first series bears a legend that reads as Jale (alu Jac / Ad] 
Sultan Adil, meaning ‘the justice of the just king’. On the other 
side ex> “2 / Zarb Jahrom can be seen (Figs. 2 and 3). 


Fig. 2. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 2.5 g, 
20 mm, 1.4mm 


Fig. 3. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 2.83 g, 
24 mm, 1.2 mm 


Although these coins bear no date, other specimens with precise 
dates exist (Figs. 4 and 5). This legend was used on copper coins 
in cities of Fars province, including Shiraz, Sheikh Murshed 
(Kazerun), Jahrom, and possibly others, and some known dates 
are AH 874, 875, 888, and 902. Even though these coins show 
an exact date, like other civic copper coins of Iran, it is better not 
to assign them to a specific ruler, because a change in the ruler 
had practically little to no effect on the design of these local 
coins. It would suffice to say that these go back to the time of 
the Aq Qoyunlu rulers. 


Fig. 4. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Shiraz, AH 888, 
150g 


Fig. 5. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Shiraz, AH 902, 
1.42 g 


The coins of the next series are somewhat similar, though this 
time, the legend is only GUalu Jac / Ad] Sultan, meaning ‘the 
king's justice’. The other side again reads as px4> G2 / Zarb 
Jahrom, and bears no date. Two specimens are illustrated in 


Figs. 6 and 7 — their design is unique as the legends are written 
in circles on both sides of the coins. This design, consisting of 
circles, surrounded by curly lines on one side and straight pointy 
lines on the other, bears a fascinating resemblance to a shining 
sun, as shown in Fig. 8. Another fact is that the same sun-like 
design was used on a similar coin of Shiraz (Fig. 9), which is 
interesting regarding the great variety that these local copper 
coins typically have. Similar to the Jahrom specimens, this 
Shiraz coin bears no name or date either. 


Fig. 6. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 2 g, 
17 mm, 1.7mm 


Fig. 7. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 2.30 g, 
23 mm, 1.5mm 


Fig. 9. Aq Qoyunlu, anonymous, AE fals, Shiraz 


There also exist some tiny coins that only bear the writing J 
ax / Ad] Jahrom, sometimes in a very crude style. On the 
reverse, an unclear spiral design can be seen (Figs. 10 and 11). 


Fig. 10. Anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 0.43 g, 5.9mm, 1mm 


og 


Fig. 11. Anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 0.36 g, 8 mm, 1.4 mm 
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Another design to talk about is made up of two intertwined 
triangles, similar to the Star of David. With a different style, such 
a hexagram can also be seen on copper coins of Aq Qoyunlu, 
Uthman, minted in Tabriz. Actually, this design does not often 
reoccur on Iranian coins. However, like former examples, there 
is a slight possibility that it can be interpreted as a shining sun 
here. 

Fig. 12. shows e442 / Zarb Jahrom written in a hexagram. 
Also, there is another triangle on the coin's obverse, which, 
unfortunately, is not readable. The only sure thing about it is a 
v letter which could be ... cha / Shah ..., followed by the name 
of a king, or eka Jae / Ad] Shah, which is a known legend on 
Safavid coins and countermarks. Additionally, parts of a 
marginal legend are visible. 

The coin in Fig. 13 is also stylistically similar, though this 
time, only a4 / Jahrom is written on it, maybe because it is 
smaller and has almost 1/3" of the former specimen's weight. 
Whether these two are connected or not remains to be seen in the 
future when better specimens come to light. 


Fig. 12. Anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 1.52 g, 20 mm, 1 mm 


Fig. 13. Anonymous, AE fals, Jahrom, 0.57 g, 11.5 mm, 0.8mm 


Fig. 14. Hexagrams used on Jahrom copper coins 


The next category is dedicated to pictorial coins. Fig. 15 
illustrates a coin with a strange-looking lion standing right on 
the obverse and a+ / Jahrom on reverse. Furthermore, there 
seems to be something on top of the lion, but unfortunately it is 
hard to define whether it is a word, a part of the design, or even 
a sun maybe. Fig. 16 is similar, but the nature of the obverse 
design is not clear. 


Fig. 15. Anonymous, AE falus, Jahrom, 4.14 g, 16.5 mm, 2.8mm 


Fig. 16. Anonymous, AE falus, Jahrom, 4.70 g, 17 mm, 3 mm 


Finally, some Jahrom-minted copper coins show the famous lion 
and sun motif seen on various civic copper coins of Iran, with 
Safavid and Qajar being the most common. The style of the lion 
suggests that the following coins are from the Safavid era. The 
coin in Fig. 17 shows a right-facing lion and sun on the obverse, 
and @¢/ Jahrom accompanied by a date // 10? on the reverse, 
while the one in Fig. 18 has a left-facing lion and sun, with a 
legend that reads as axg> J 49! / falus Adl Jahrom. Also, it is 
noteworthy to mention that the full face on the sun is illustrated 
on the latter coin. 


Fig. 17. Safavid AE falus, Jahrom, AH 1110?, 4 g, 17 mm, 
2.5mm 


Fig. 18. Safavid AE falus, Jahrom, 4.39 g, 20 mm, 2mm 


To see such a wide variety in the copper coinage of Jahrom is 
quite remarkable. However, it can be seen that the style in which 
the mint-name is written differs from one coin to another, and the 
legend is very crude on some specimens. All these different styles 
are presented in Table A. 


Table A. Different styles of the word ‘Jahrom’ on 
civic copper coins 
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Conclusion 

Although no post-Mongol Islamic AE coins were officially 
assigned to Jahrom before, this article has introduced 12 copper 
coins minted in this city in the Aq Qoyunlu and Safavid periods. 
Furthermore, we have analysed and compared the coins 
stylistically. Hopefully, this will help more specimens come to 
light in the future. Due to the inferior quality of these coins’ 
minting, their crude styles, and the vulnerability of the copper, 
most of them are in bad condition, which makes them sometimes 
easy to miss. 
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